




English 9 Course Expectations

Course: English 9

Course Length: Full Year, 5 days per week (periods 7/8 or 9/10)

Prerequisite: 8th grade English

Instructors:

Ms. Monaco and Mrs. Flynn

Rooms 351 and 223

Remedial Availability: 2:50-3:30 daily

kmonaco@kenton.k12.ny.us

eflynn@kenton.k12.ny.us

Our Philosophy:

We have high expectations for you and believe in your ability to be successful.  Each of you is capable of doing much more than you think you can, and it is our job to help you discover this potential. By working together, we can achieve all our objectives and have a fabulous year.
Course Goals:
Students will increase their:

-Listening skills

-Reading comprehension skills

-Writing skills

-Critical thinking skills in regards to literary response

-Cooperative learning skills 
We will be reading a variety of literature and analyzing several films in this course.  Assignments in response to these works will take several shapes and forms; they include, but are not limited to: creative stories/poetry, character sketches, diary entries, formal essays, presentations, and group activities.  
A Sampling of Common Core Course Objectives:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

*Please note that the full list of ELA standards are available at http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R.
Texts and Films Studied:

Gifted Hands by Ben Carson
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

The Bully by Paul Langan
“The Day of the Last Rock Fight” by Joseph Whitehill

“The Warrior Within” by Dawn Cogliser

Dead Poets Society directed by Peter Weir

Non-Fiction Unit on 9/11- Various Articles and Film Clips

“On the Sidewalk Bleeding” by Evan Hunter
The Shawshank Redemption by Stephen King

Various poems including “The Road Not Taken,” “We Real Cool”, and “Our Deepest Fear”
How You Will Be Evaluated:

The following formula is used below to calculate your grade.  There will also be one grade per quarter for class participation. Please review the participation rubric on the reverse side of this handout to clarify our definition of participation.

Total # of Points Earned     =  YOUR 

Total # of Possible Points      GRADE

As far as late work is concerned, we will only accept homework two days after the due date, each day the assignment losing a letter grade.  Work assigned as classwork must be completed in class only.

Course Failure: You will need to take English 9 in summer school or repeat the 

                          full course next year.  
Plagiarism:

Students who plagiarize work will receive a call home and a zero for the assignment.  More than one instance will require an administrative referral.

Other Expectations:

- Respect your teacher, your classmates, and most importantly, yourself.

- Be on time, which for our purposes means you will be in your seat when the bell rings.  If you are not in your seat, you will be considered late.  Three tardies result in a detention, and excessive tardies will result in the deduction of class participation points.

- Respect others including their differences.  Slurs or language which speaks unfavorably about someone's race, sexuality, gender, or overall opinions will not be tolerated, even if they are supposedly in jest.

-Please familiarize yourself with our class website, which will contain important course information and electronic copies of major assignments.  You can find the site by visiting the Ken-Ton site and going to:

Select a school ( Kenmore West ( Faculty Directory ( Mrs. Flynn
Materials Students Will Need:

- A 1 ½ to 2 inch three ring binder with dividers


    

- Looseleaf paper
- Pens/pencils

Personal Note:

We look forward to working together.  We’re very willing to help you in any way that we can in regards to our class, and also in helping you to adjust to life here at Kenmore West.  Just ask.  Best of luck!
Mrs. Elizabeth Flynn and Ms. Karen Monaco
